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Cheyte Sing, the Rajah of Benares, to pay a. large sum
of money to the Company and to render military aid,
which Hastings alleged to be due from him. Hastings
arrived at Benares on the 114th August, and there met
and conferred with Cheyte Sing, upon whom he made
demands with which Cheyte Sing did not comply. On
the 15th Hastings put Gheyte Sing under arrest, placing
upon him a guard of two companies of Sepoys. The
Sepoy guard was attacked by an armed mob and destroyed,
and Cheyte Sing made his escape. Hastings alleged that
this led to an insurrection throughout Cheyte Sing's
dominions. 2 A considerable force collected at Ramnagur,
and on the 20th August inflicted another defeat on certain
Sepoys, who attacked them imprudently. s Hastings upon
this retired from Benares to the fort of Chunar, and,4 as
he alleged (though this was afterwards disputed) the
insurrection extended to the territories of the Begums of
Oudh, the mother and grandmother of the Nabob Vizier,
or ruler of Oudh, and was promoted by them. Hastings
remained at Chunar for some weeks, in the course of
which the 5 Nabob Vizier of Oudh arrived. G Whilst he
was there military operations were carried on against
Cheyte Sing, which were nearly ended by September 21,
7 though the fortress of Bidjeghur, his chief stronghold, was
not surrendered till November 10th.

8 In the meanwhile a treaty was made between Hastings
and the Nabob Vizier, dated September 19th, 1781, by
which, amongst other things, the Vizier was authorised
to resume the Jagheers, especially those of the Begums.

1 P. 15.                     2 Pp. 29, 30.                        3 Pp. 30-32.

Pp. 36, 37.              5 P. 42.              6 Pp. 43-50.              7 P. 53.

8 App. Pat. i. p.  3, and see pp. S, 9 for Hastings's remarks on the
Begums.
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